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12th April 2017 
 

The Honourable Grace Grace 
Minister for Racing 
Department of National Parks, Sport and Racing 
 
racing@npsr.qld.gov.au 
 

Minister Grace, 

Thank you for the public invitation to provide feedback on the proposed Minimum Bet Limits for Queensland 
racing. 

At Champion Bets we represent many thousands of members and subscribers across Australia, and are 
committed to educating and advocating the interests of Australian punters.   

The feedback we receive from punters every day indicates to us that betting restrictions placed on them by 
bookmakers continues to be a major hurdle and source of frustration.   

We therefore applaud the proposed introduction of Minimum Bet Limit framework for Queensland racing.   

The introduction of the framework will ensure a much fairer and more open marketplace for those wagering 
on racing in your state, which ensures the best possible outcomes for the industry as a whole in the long-
term. 

In a recent survey of our readers and members, 60% of respondents identified as regular punters on 
Queensland racing (see Figure 1).  In terms of Australian states, this trailed only Victoria and New South 
Wales, the two states which already have minimum bet limits in place. 

 

Figure 1 



Allowing more punters to participate in Queensland racing can only consolidate this position and 
close the gap on Victoria and New South Wales, in turn leaving behind other states which are 
unfortunately yet to commit to Minimum Bet Limits. 

In terms of specific details, your statement of March 16th indicated a framework largely in line with 
those in place in Victoria and New South Wales.  Specifically: 

 Minimum bet limits of $2,000 for metropolitan thoroughbred meetings and $1,000 for non-
metropolitan thoroughbred race meetings; and 
 

 Limits to apply from 9am on the morning of the race. 

Based on the experience in Victoria and New South Wales, we believe a framework identical to that 
currently in place in those states would provide the best option as a starting point in Queensland.   

Identical rules in place across the three states will make things clearer and more straightforward for 
punters, bookmakers and other stakeholders alike. 

We would also encourage the establishment of robust procedures to investigate bookmakers 
accused of flouting minimum bet limit rules, with effective tools in place for punters to lodge such 
complaints. 

We would be more than happy to discuss this matter further should you wish to engage in further 
dialogue. 

 

Regards 

 

Mark Haywood 
 
Content & Member Manager 
Champion Bets 


